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To:

CC:

Code A

Subject: RE: SUBMISSION ON PROFESSOR BAKER'S REPORT

We spoke about Mr Lamb’s concerns about the proposals to release Professor Baker’s report into deaths at Gosport
Hospital. | am sorry that we did not take Mr Lamb’s interest sufficiently into account in preparing the submission.

Mr Lamb had several concerns, but his main point was that he had not had an opportunity to contribute his views

on whether to hold a public inquiry.
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Mr Lamb also raised several questions about the timing of the proposal to release the report, both on the period of time
since the last inquest was concluded and the apparent rush to release the report now.

The key point which is driving us towards release of the report as soon as possible is the level of requests to see the
report, including several Fol requests and an outstanding Information Commissioners case. Legal advice is that, now that
the conclusion of the inquests has removed the legal obstacles to release the report, the Department is legally required
to release the report as soon as possible.

The time since April has been taken up by consulting Professor Baker about any assurances he might have given on
confidentiality, giving Dr Barton an opportunity to review the report (once we were able to contact her), consideration
of issues about personal data under the data protection legislation, consultations with the Portsmouth Coroner and the
police. | will produce a timeline as you request.

Mr Lamb asked for the media handling to be strengthened to show more sympathy for the bereaved families including a

comment from a Minister and to offer to meet the families. | have discussed this with Code A Ewho has prepared

T

the revised material below.

If we do go ahead and release the report today we are certain to be asked whether we will hold a public inquiry. It
would not be possible to prepare advice which sets out a range of options on whether to hold a further inquiry and to
have this agreed by all Ministers to support release of the report today.

I think it would be preferable not to give a definitive position today on any further investigations of the events at
Gosport including the question of a public inquiry, but to say that it is important that families are now able to see
Professor Baker’s report in full and to consider its content and that the Minister has offered to meet the families to hear
their concerns.

| will prepare a further submission which covers the ground Mr Lamb feels has not been given proper consideration in
setting out more fully the options for further investigations into the events at Gosport ranging from no further inquiry or
investigation through to holding a public inquiry.

Mr Lamb asked whether we are able to confirm whether recommendation 2 from the report had been acted upon. The
rotas, prescribing patterns and other aspects of the practice of Dr Barton and her partners were subject to successive
investigations by the Health Authority, the Commission for Health Improvement and the GMC. Some of the cases were
referred to the police and the coroner for further investigation and inquests were held into 11 of the deaths.
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I hope that Mr Lamb will be able to agree that the report can be released today.

We have learned that Caroline Dineage MP for Gosport is tweeting that DH is expected to release Professor Baker’s
report today.

REVISED MEDIA HANDLING

Norman Lamb, Health Minister said:

“The events at Gosport War Memorial hospital in the 1990s were a terrible tragedy. We are determined to be open and
transparent about what happened at the hospital and that’s why we have today published the Baker report.

“The death of a loved one has a devastating impact on the whole family and it’s important that they are now given the
time to consider this report. | understand this may raise questions and | am more than happy to discuss any concerns
raised by the families of those patients.”

On Public Inquiry

Professor Baker’s report has been helpful in improving the understanding of the events at Gosport War Memorial
Hospital and it’s only right that the families of those patients now have the time to consider its findings. We will discuss
any concerns with the families before making a decision about next steps.

Background;

Since the report was prepared there we have been changes to practices around end of life care and to legislation for the
monitoring and audit of the use of Controlled Drugs, as well as better monitoring of death rates in hospitals. NICE have
also published guidelines on the use of opioids in palliative care
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