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HEALTH: Senior detectives investigate events surrounding other patients’ death 

lderly woman’s 
death: doctors will 
net be prosecuted 
by Jor~t~n Ca~@f 
The News 

LAWYERS have ruled 
that there is not 
enough evidence to 

prosecute any doctor 

ever the death of a 

9t-year.<~ld woman at 

a Gosport hospital 
The Crown Prosecution 

Service spent six months 

scrutinising a f-fie prepared 

by detectives into allega- 

tions that Gladys Rinharx~ 

from Lee-on-the-Solent was 

L~nlawfully killed at Gos- 

port War Memorial Hospi- 

tat. 

Suspicions later emerged 

over the way the painkllJ- 

ing drug diamorphine was 

used in treating elderly pa- 

tients there. 

Today Mrs Pdchmxis’s 

daughter, GillJan Mackenzie, 

confirmed that la, wyers had 

not found enough evidence 
to support a prosecution, po- 

lice have now drawn a line 

under the investigation in- 

to Mrs Richards’s death. 

But senior detectives said 
they were now looking into 

the events surrounding the 

who k~s~ 

~ ~ senAces ~ 

those with mental }~a~ 

prob~ms - as we~ as - 

mothers aed ~ e~n the 

BMke rr~atemity unit 

When ~e bec.pital opened 
it had just 26 beds, S~nce 
then it has more than 

t~eMed in size. 

In tt~e 1980s it was 

~eateoed with closure 

under a hea~ servbes 
#~ake-up ~ but a huge 

public campaign helped 

deaths of other elderly pa- 

tients at the War Memorial. 

Mrs Mackenzie believes 

ff these probes throw up 

new evidence. Mrs Rich- 

ards’s death may be looked 
at again. Detective Superin- 
tendent John James, based 

at Fratton station, said: 
’Following the publicity 

concerning the inquLr~" into 

Go~vv~d War Memor~l 

hosc#~al o~iefs to 

keep it open 
In fact a £10Va revamp 

was ordered expanding the 
s~ze of ~e hosp~al and 
gMng it a range of 

s%ate-of-~e-art facilities. 

Mrs Richards’s death, a 
number of members of the 
public contacted us express- 
ing concerns about the cir- 
cumstances of deaths of rel- 
atives at Gosport War Me- 
mortal Hospital. 

’We can confirm we are 
conducting prelimhnar-y in- 
quiries to determine wheth- 
er or not the matters 

should be subject of a more 

intensive     investigation. 
That process is mole COn- 

cerned with us assm’mg 

ourselves that there is no 

need to widen the investiga. 

tion.’ 
Det Supt James would 

not reveal how many elder- 

ly patients were involved. 

Mrs Richaeds died on Au- 
gust 19. 1998 after being 

transferred to the War Me- 

morial from Royal Hospital 

Heater, where she’d had a 

hip operation, An intern,a] 

inquiry triggered by a com- 

plaint from her family 

found no member of staff at 

fault. 

But in a letter to Mrs 

Mackenzie, Portsmouth 

Healthcare (NHS) 
apologised for failings in 

the service. Police later in- 

terviewed a number of hos- 

pital staf~ but made no ar- 

rests. 

fan Piper, operations di- 

rector of the trust, said: 

"We are reassured that the 

CPS has not found evidence 

to pursue a proaecutioD_ 

We have every confidence 
in the staff at Oosport War 

Memorial Hospital and the 

care that they provide.’ 


