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RESULTS DUE ON EIGHT-MONTH HOSPITAL PROBE 

A FAMILY'S GRIEF: Elsie Devine, who died 
at Gosport War Memorial hospital in 1999. 

Report by Sian Davies 

ANXIOUS families will today hear 
the findings of an eight-month probe 
by a health watchdog into the care of 
elderly patients at Gosport War 
Memorial hospital. 
The inquiry by the Commission for Health 

Improvement was sparked following a police 
probe into allegations . made by relatives of 
patients who had died while at the hospital. 

Investigators spent months gathering information, 
interviewing staff and concerned families after launch
ing the inquiry last October. 

Health chiefs will face families of at least ten patients 
who died while at the hospital at a press conference 
today when th.!'! findings of the probe will be revealed. 

Among those at the meeting in Gosport will be Ann 
Reeves, whose 88-year-old mother Elsie Devine died 
while recovering from a kidney infection at the hospital 
in October 1999. She said: "We just want some answers. I 
will not stop fighting !Jntil I find out exactly what hap
pened to my mother." 
e Continued on page seven 
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Findings due on hospital inquiry 
e From front page 

Mrs Reeves has already insisted on an internal review 
being carried out by hospital staff into why her mother 
was given large amounts of sedatives with morphine. 

She said: "Obviously we want something to come from 
this report but some of us have also written to the GMB 
and the nursing council because we want all of what hap
pened to come out." 

The CHI investigation centred on a number of issues 
including the administration of drugs at the hospital 
around 1998, the time when Gladys Richards was a patient. 

Her daughter Gillian MacKenzie was the first to take her 

complaints over the treatment her 91-year-old mother 
received while at the hospital to the police after raising her 
concerns with the local health authority. Mrs Richards 
died in August of that year after being admitted to the hos
pital for rehabilitation after a hip operation. 

A spokesman for the police force said no comment could 
be made until details of the report were released but con
tinned a police inquiry was still open and that the publica
tion of the CHI report would be welcome. 

The publication of the investigation has also been wel
comed by the hospital, which has recently come under the 
auspices of Fareham and Gosport Primary Care Trust. 
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31 July: Eastbourne 5 day ..... . ........•..... £189 
02 & 23 Aug: Paris Long Weekend 4 day ...... ... £169 
04 Aug: Champagne & Burgundy 7 day ....•..... £399 
05 Aug: Scarborough 5 day ... . . .. .. ....•... . . £216 
05 & 19 Aug: Paris Highlights Mini Tour . .. . ..... .. £49 
05 & 19 Aug: Disney Mini Tour . .. .. .. .. . .... . . . . £72 
05,09,12,19 & 26Aug: Disney 4 day . . ~ ........ .. £178 
06 Aug: Edinburgh Tattoo 4 day ... ............. £229 

• ~ Cpntact us now for full details 
~~ Oaktree House 

~~:..:."""1:'~ Lowford, Bursledon, 
Southampton S031 8ES 

Tel: (023) 8040 4536 or 8040 3866 
E-mail: bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 

Web: www.angelaholidays.co.uk 

Phone us with your loaaJ Fa,peham Be Gosport news Fareham office: 17 West Street, Fareham, P016 OBE 
Telephone: 01329 285503 


