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For your info, Mr Basson has sent a copy of the attached letter to the News,as discussed. 

Thanks, Adrian Whiting 
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HAMPSHIRE Constabulary 

From: Chief Superintendent D G Basson QPM, LLB 
Head of Department 
Professional Standards 

Your Ref: 

Our Re f: D 1/P418/9 8/AW 

West Hill, Winchester 
Hampshire, SO22 5DB 

Telephone DDI: 01962 871158 
Telex: 47361 HANPOL 
Fax: 01962 871200 
DX: 132262, Winchester 7 

4th April 2001 

The Editor 
The News 
Portsmouth 

Not for publication 

Dear Sir, 

I was very disappointed to read an article on page 3 of your 3rd April edition concerning a 
complaint against police made by Mrs Gillian Mackenzie, where you inaccurately reported that 
the complaint had been "upheld". 

As you will be aware, my department investigates such complaints and submits a report to the 
Police Complaints Authority for their decision. In this instance my investigating officer had 
concluded; 

"this investigation has not found any of Mrs Mackenzie’s allegations to be founded and no 
impropriety has been found on the part of either officer". 

This recommendation was accepted by the Police Complaints Authority. It is therefore, in my 
opinion, incorrect to say the complaint has been upheld and the officers ’disciplined’. Whilst it is 
correct that two officers received advice in relation to related matters, this is not a ’finding of 
guilt’ nor a formal disciplinary outcome within the meaning of the Police Act 1996. 

I would invite you to consider the appropriateness of correcting this matter, but would certainly 
ask you to correct your cuttings file so that any future reference to this matter is properly 
represented. 

Yours faithfully 

Chief Superintendent 



HCO007048-0003 

HAMPSHIRE Constabulary 

From: Chief Superintendent D G Basson QPM, LLB 
Head of Department 
Professional Standards 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: D l/P418/98/AW 

West Hill, Winchester 
Hampshire, SO22 5DB 

Telephone DDI: 01962 871158 
Telex: 47361 HANPOL 
Fax: 01962 871200 
DX: 132262, Winchester 7 

4th April 2001 

The Editor 
The News 
Portsmouth 

Not for publication 

Dear Sir, 

I was very disappointed to read an article on page 3 of your 3rd April edition concerning a 
complaint against police made by Mrs Gillian Mackenzie, where you inaccurately reported that 
the complaint had been "upheld". 

As you will be aware, my department investigates such complaints and submits a report to the 
Police Complaints Authority for their decision. In this instance my investigating officer had 
concluded; 

"this investigation has not found any of Mrs Mackenzie’s allegations to be founded and no 
impropriety has been found on the part of either officer". 

This recommendation was accepted by the Police Complaints Authority. It is therefore, in my 
opinion, incorrect to say the complaint has been upheld and the officers ’disciplined’. Whilst it is 
correct that two officers received advice in relation to related matters, this is not a ’finding of 
guilt’ nor a formal disciplinary outcome within the meaning of the Police Act 1996. 

I would invite you to consider the appropriateness of correcting this matter, but would certainly 
ask you to correct your cuttings file so that any future reference to this matter is properly 
represented. 

Yours faithfully 

Chief Superintendent 


