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Alternative Names
bacteremic shock
Definition

A serious, abnonmal condition that occurs when blood flow
through the body is insufficient resuliing in Jow blood pressure and
decreased uiine output. It is caused by an overwhelming infection.

Causes, Incidence and Risk Factors

Septic shock occurs more often in the very old and the very young
and in people with other underlying ilinssses. Many baclerial
organisms can cause seplic shock. Toxins released by bacteria
can couse lissue damage and interfers with normal blood
circulation. ‘

The risk factors include underlying ilinesses such as diabgtes;
hiematologic cancers; and diseases of the genifourinary system,

Tiver or biliary system, and intestinal system. Other risk factors are

recent infection, prolonged antibiotic therapy, and a recent surgery
or procedure. The incidencs is approximately 3 out of 1,000,000
people annually.

See also

e meningococcemia
e Waterhouse-Friderichsen syndrome
& DG isseminated infravascular cogguiation)

Symptams
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tow blood pressure, systolic usually fess than 80

drop in blood pressure when sitting or standing

rapid heart rate {(tachycardia) _ L

cool, pale extremities Qll n G H o
clovated tempershire '

restiessness, agitation, or confusion

jow urine oulput

chills

e & & & & & & &

Additional symptoms that may be associated with this disease:

s Swelling, overall
& joint pain

Signs And Tests

e Dlood gases that reveal low oxygen concentration
« biood culiures to detect infection
s cardiac monitoring is congistent with high output

Treatment

Septic shock is a medical emergency, people are admilted t0
intensive cares,
The objective of trealment is to:

a provide oxygen and treat respiratory distress if present

@ eievatemmgswmaxknkabmdﬂwmmebrain

o administer infravenous fluids to restare bicod volume and
vasoactive drugs to reat Jow blood pressure

& treat underlying infections with antibiotics

Hemodynamic monitoring to evaluate the pressures in the heart
and lungs in treatment of shack requires specialized equipment
and intensive care nursing.

Expectations (Prognosis)
Septic shock has a high death rate, exceeding 50%, depending on

thefype . i
of organism involved. The organism involved and the immediacy

of
hospitalization will determine the oulcome.
Complications

Respiratory O cardiac fallure Gan oLCUr.

Cafling Your Heaith Care Provider

Go to the emergency raom if symptoms of septic shock are
present. You may need o call an ambulance if you have no
means of transportaior or if you fesl like you are wnable o drive.

Pre_vention

Prompt treatment of infections caused by bacteria is helpful
ik Goes o ; Clvi -

S




IMI000043-0003
Page3of3

7 WebMD - Septic shock

The information provided herein should not be used for diagnosis
or treatment of any medical condition. A licensed physician should
be consulted for diagnosis and freatment of any and all medical
conditions. (See disciaimer). Copyright 1999 adarn.com, InC. Any
duplication or distribution of the information corttgined herein is

) strictly prohibited.
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