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R~. 113N~> ~Lrthur .Denls_,Brian 

T ~m ~,~iting in co~neoh!o~ wi~h ~he death of my step-father, Brian 
Cu~ningham, at %~he War ~al Hospital, C-osporh, on S~-burday, 26 Sep 98. 

The events lead~g up to his a~Isslon into hosp!~l 5 days before, 
s~bsequent su]osequ~ %~atmen% ~nd the conten~ of %~e Medlca~ Cer~- 

~flca~e of Cause of DeS~h l~av~ a !ob ~o be de~i~ed, and reSul~ed ~n my 
requesting a posb~morbum examlna~!o~, 

As ~ill.~e seen from the abt~cl%ed sequence 0£ events, there 
~ppear~ to have been seriOUe negllgeno~ on ~he part of the nursing home, 
although thez-h~ve sai~ the responsibility li~s%~Ith the Day-Care Centre 
ab the hosplh~Ll into ~hlchhe~as admlbte~ ~ ~ S~p. ~is m~t%er is 
currently under investiga~lon ~y%he N~_rslng/Resi4e~ia! Care Inspeoborate~ 

Mr Omningham’s treatment ~n hospi~l _~re~ntedhlm from 
ing~i~h his relatives after %he-firs~ d~y, and ~he Medi~a~. Certlfioa~e, 
~hen iss’~ed~ .~i~ no+~ se~n to -~ccur~tely reflee~ his medica! condition, 

My subsequ~nk attempts to discuss %he cer%~£ieate 
~o slgn~ i~, ~re ~e ~i~ of ,the 5-~ r~ist~i~ 

prima~ ~i~a~o~ on ~he ~£fica~e ~s Dr Brook, 

Oons~ently, this ~s ~lt~ In ~n-r~Ist~ion of ~he -dea~ ~o date 

.with t/~e facts ~ile ~hey are s~!ll fresh, ~cld 1o hop~ful!y ini~Za%e~n 

Yo ~ars- f~i~l~£Ully, 

C R S Farthing 
Lieutenant- Commander 
Royal Navy 

Service- Commissioner 

~%C!, M.edlo~l Ce~%~iflc~te of .~.ause of Death 
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2.1.. Se. p..~ Mr Cunningh~m-~as ~dm~%ted- ~o the War M~0ri~ 

no~Z~.y, ~ ~o!d ~ I had ~ ~In~ In ~n~on %he £ollo~ng day 
~d ~uld visit on We~esd~y, ~ Sep, on ~ re~, 

fr~ her ~ri~, ~ ~ul~ not s~dve, ~e ~ksd 

for ~ ap~tm~% ~th %he d~or ~ a~t~ 

o~y ~casional ~si%s bo the h~pi~. ~ber, ! s~ to bh~ Nursing 
H~e Ins~orabe ~d, on ~helr ~, fo~rded a !ether %o ~h~ 
~estins an ~n~s~%~on, ~s ~s ongoing at-preset, 

--23__ Se~ Whilst st~-il Im London, I received a telephone call from ~he 
hospi~l in the mo~inw to ~o~ me t~ ~n~h~ h~4 ~ ve~ dlff$~5 

. ~ si~icant!y. I re~ ~o ~ ~thou% delay, ~d ~slted 

~-~getati~ sta~ ~d ~ncap~le of ~Icat~on~ eating or 
;~ni~ ! ass~iated ~ a sl~ing~i~r ~ich %~-s appl~ng serial 
I as~ ~y ~his ~s n~ssa~~ ~d ~s 5oi~ ~ ~s in ~cu~ p~in and that 
5he ml~e~ati~ wo~.d ~duce @~s~ort, ~emlls~ 5he seriousness of the 
si~um%i~ Prom p~st ~ien~, ! ask~~ t~t i~ ~ ~t~ of~ for a br~f 
~r!od ~o ~le ~ to ~ire if hs h~d ~y last %~shes. ~is ~s ~f~sed 
on the ~sls that i5 nss4ed ~he ~utho~ty of ~ ~hor ~d it ~ ~ 

~h~ the d~£or ~-ho a~%t~ ~ ~ngh~, ~tO hospital h~d ~en Dr 

it ~s not ~til i~ in the ~n~n ~at.. Dr ~on visited 
~o~pitml ~d inte~e~d me to ~la~ ~he slhua~ ~ she sa~ 

told again a~ut ~e acute ~in fr~ %he pressure sores ~d 
the toxins gene~t~ by t~ ~h~% ~ brln~ a~u~ his 
i5 ~s also a~r~% ~h~t ~ Dronch~al ~nd~ion had d~elo~d. 

1~5 ~in~ I ~b~don~ any ho~ o£ s~a~ng to "~ again, 

.unfortunately, had returned home a cOuple o£ hoLtrs before-his con~tlon 
bec~r~e-fatal in the late evening o£ 2~ep (outside the ti~e limit ~or 
~e~jistratlon of the death). 

~8 Sep9 I received a telephone call informin~ me 
keep-my ~ppo~.ntment with her, and Rdvising me to contact her_S_ecr~tary 
if ! %Wished ~o arrange for another, ~5£s I did, and ~as given ~ time on 
Friday, 2 0~ as the soonest available, 

~: I collected the (s~&l~) Certificate of. Cause of Death from the 
hos~it~l and proceeded tO r~is~er the death ~t ~s~ To’~ ~all. ~ 
my in~e~e~ ~%h the ~i~trar It t~came apparent that the c~e of 
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death w-~ given a~ B~onch~pneumonla, ~Ith th~ pzi~ ~a~on ~oz hi~ 
~ qi~ a~ a ~nd~ taut. ~t ~ agre~ that I ~o~d ~ntact 

si~mt~e ~de~phe~e~ by the R~ist~ as-~ Br~) ~m~ ~let~y n~ to 
~ ~d ce~a~y nob his GP (mlso, it ~s not Dr B~on who ~ded him in 
-hospit~l ), 

My att~pts to ~eek ~_.ap~In~t or e~n 
~ ~elephone ~re deli~ra~ely 5~5~ ~ ~hough she 
Sl~k te ~e ~de~m~ (~s she did} on the s~e 
ba~ on Friday, 20~ ~i~, of ~urse, ~s o~slde £he 5~ay IL~ for 
r~st~ti~, 

1 0~: The circumstances ~ere ~.~<91alned to ~he Coroner’s O~£1ee _and 
arrangements ,~,~ for ~ pos’b-mo~om examin~tlon, 

2 Oct: Coroner’s Office informed me %hat ~ne cause of 
on ~ne ~i~l ~ic~te,-~n~~ s~Id they had n~ ~es~ foz ~oxin8 or 
anyShin~ else ~ hm4 no ~n~en~on of p~Ing 
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