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Introduction and Remit of the Report 

8.1 ! am Professor of Pharmacology of O1~1 Age in the Wolfson Unit of Clini¢~l 
Pharmacology at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne, and a Consultant 
Physkian In Clinical Pharmacology at Freeman Hospital. I am a Doctor of 
Medi;ine and ~are for patients with acute medical problems, aGute poisoning 
and stroke. I have trained and am accredited on the Specialist Register in 
Geriatric Medicine, Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics and General 
Internal Medicine. ! provide medical advice and support to the Regional Drugs 
and Theral0eutics Centre RegiOnal National Poisons Infon’nation Service, ! was 
previously clinical head of the Freeman Hospital Care of the Elderly Service and 
have headed the Freeman Hospital Stroke Se~ce since t993. ! undertake 
research into the effects of drugs in older people. ! am co-editor of the book 
’Drugs and the Older Population’ and in 2000 was awarded the William B 
Abrams award for outstanding contributions to Geriatric Clinical Pharmacology 
by the Amedcan Society of Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics, I am a 
Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians and have practised as a Consultant 
Physician for nine years. 

8.2 I have been asked by Detective Superintendent 
John J3mes of Hampshire Constabulary to examine the clinical notes of five 
patients (Gladys Mabel Richards, Arthur "Brian" Cunningham, Alice Wilkie, 
Robert Wilson, Eva Page) treated at the Gosport War Memodal Hospital and to 
apply my professional judgement to the following: 
The gamut of patient management and clinical practices exercised at the 
hospital 
Articutation of the leadership, roles, responsibilities and communication in 
i, esp~t 0fthe clintcians involved 
The accuracy of diagnosis and prognosis including risk assessments 
An evatu~ti0n of drugs prescribed and the administration regim es 
The quality and sufficiency of the medical records 
The appropriateness and justification of the decisions that were made 
Comment on the recorded causes of death 
Articulate the duty of care ~ssues and highlight any failures 

1.3 

1.4 

[ hage prepared individual reports on each case and an additional report 
commenting on general aspects of care at Gosport War Hospital from a 
consideration of all five. cases. 

I have been provided with the following documents by Hampshire Constabulary, 
which i have reviewed in preparing this report; 

Comment on the recorded causes of death 
Letter DS J James dated 15~’ August 2001 
Terms of Reference document 
Hospital Medical Records of Gladys Richards, Brian Cunningham, Alice Wiikie, 
Robert Wilson and Ev~ Page 
Witness statements by Leslie France Lack, and Gillian MacKenzie 
Report of Profess~ Brian Uves!ey ........ 
Transcripts of police interviews with Gosport War Memorial statff Dr Barton, .l~lr 
Beed0 Ms Couchman, Ms Joice 
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Transcript of police interviews with Aoyat Hospital Haslar staff Dr Reid and Fit. 
Lt. Edmondson 
Transcript of interviews with patient transfer staff Mr Warren and Mr Tanner 

Transcript o~pol .i¢~j~._t~t~iews with ot statements from following medical and 
nursing sta~°- ~~-~1~~ i M Ben’y, JM Brewer, J Cook, E Dalton, 
W Edgar, A Fletcher, 
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Arthur "Brian" CUNNINGHAM 

Course of Events 
3,1 Mr Cunningham was 79 years old whe~ admitted to Dryad ward, Gosport 

Hospital under the care of Dr Lord. Dr Lord had assessed him on a number of 

Code A 
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Opinion on patient management 

Leadership, roles, responsibilities and communication in respect of the 
clinicians involved 
3.7 Primary responsibl]ity for lhe medical care of Mr Cunningham dudng his last 

medical care was the responsibility of the clinical assistant Dr Barton and during 
out of hours period the on cab doctor based at the Queen Alexander Hospital, 
Ward nursing staffwere responsible fOr assessing and monitoring Mr 
Cunningham and informing medical staff of any significant deterioration, 

Accuracy of diagnosis and prognosis including risk assessments 
3.8 Initial assessment by Dr Lord was comprehensive and appropriate with a clear 

administer oramorph but there is no clear recording in the nursing notes that he 
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